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MEDITERRANEAN FRUIT FLY 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.04 pm]: As 
members will be aware, in December we held a forum of Carnarvon growers amid concerns about the increase in 
rates levied for medfly eradication. One of those concerns was the lack of equity in distribution of the levy across 
the industry. Today, our government has introduced a revised rate for Carnarvon growers to rid the region of the 
destructive Mediterranean fruit fly. A rate will now apply to all properties engaged in commercial horticultural 
activities, regardless of zoning, and will be based on the size of each property rather than the value of the property. 
The rate will apply to some commercial horticultural properties that were not previously rated. This will broaden 
the base for the levy and see rates reduced for most growers. 

The revised rate follows extensive consultation to deliver a fairer system for Carnarvon growers, and will fund 
continued area-wide baiting as part of a broader pilot program to eradicate medfly from the region. From this 
process, it is clear the majority of landowners support the new declared pest rate. 
The state government has increased its funding to the eradication effort and through the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development will produce and release sterile medflies at no charge this financial year. 
Our government is investing more than $4 million into four medfly projects, including $3.6 million into the 
Carnarvon medfly eradication program. The project has been successful in reducing fly numbers from more than 
seven flies per trap, per day at the start of the project to 0.5 flies per trap, per day in January 2019. We will consult 
with growers about the best model for continuing the medfly program from July 2019 onwards. 
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